January 26, 2005, Minutes

Warner Business Association

In attendance:
Pat Murray


Dan Watts




Jere Henley


Brackett Scheffy



Barbara Maki

Ginger Marsh



Kristin Reilly


Tim Blangdon




Maryann Plass

1. There was discussion about the topics to be reviewed for the coming year, as follows:

· How to get more of the members involved

· Exit 9 business

· Problem to be resolved for this year’s Festival of Trees:  live trees in public buildings are no longer permitted.  WBA must buy artificial, commercial trees which cost approximately $500 per tree, and about 15 trees are needed

a) Jere indicated another problem – not only the cost of the trees, but the where will they be stored?  Additional cost?

b) Brackett suggested possibly buying a tent and have the Festival outside.  Comments about that included those concerning security,

c) Suggestion was made to send out letter to townspeople asking for donations due to this situation.  Brackett Scheffy advised he would donate the stationery.

d) Suggestion also made to send these letters to various societies such as the Wilkinson Fund, Historical Society, etc.

e) Ginger suggested pledging instead of requesting donations in case not enough donations were received (then they would have to be returned to the donor….time consuming).

f) Dan suggested asking U-Storage to donate a storage unit.

g) Overall suggestion made to check on line for tree prices &/or ask a local florist about the cost and ask if they could obtain a trade discount.

h) Question was raised:  should we continue the Festival?

i) Dan suggested if the Festival were to be discontinued perhaps we could ask every business on Main Street to decorate their businesses the same way (ex: wreaths, white lights, etc.)

2. Discussion about the Red Cross Blood Drive:

· Jere advised the last one went well but more help working there is needed

· Previously the work was done by committees – need to get more committees within the WBA

· Need to get all the businesses to assist in some way, not just the same ones all the time
